


How to _make an over & above giit (U

Capital stewardship campaigns rely on church members making gifts “over and above” their 4. GIVE FROM YOUR EXCESS

current level of giving. The best path to increased giving is the spiritual path, where you set A young man decided that two collector baseball cards worth over $20,000 he had been

your heart on things above. Financial priorities then take shape from the spiritual priorities. holding for a number of years would be the most appropriate means of touching sacrifice
o o ] ] o for his family. Some families save money over a period of years for a special project. A

One way of defining this is “Lifestyle Stewardship,” a term used to describe a level of giving couple had saved $80,000 to build a lake cabin. When their church entered a capital

that affects one’s living. The challenge of Lifestyle Stewardship is to find ways, boldly and stewardship campaign, they decided the needs of the church were greater than their

prayerfully, to let our giving touch our living! need for a second home.

King David declared, “Iwill lnobisacrifitestontbiee longtdnyGoaddinnhofiEfinygrthdtscostmee
nothiing;” (2 Samuel 24:24 NIV) David understood that the gift that would touch the heart of
God must first touch the heart of the giver! This is the spirit of Lifestyle Stewardship: If it is
for my God, my gift must have value and meaning to me.

5. COMMIT UNEXPECTED CASH

Often, people pray for God to show them a way they can give beyond what they can
presently see or afford. Sometimes, the answers come unexpectedly. A couple had been
praying for weeks about their commitment to the church capital campaign. Much to
Often, Lifestyle Giving means giving up something in one area so you can give more in their surprise, they received an unexpected gift of several thousand dollars. They gave
another. The three Keys to effectiveness in Lifestyle Stewardship are: the entire amount to their church as part of their three-year commitment, in addition

M&gg@m@!fg%yﬂ@ p R@mg@ﬁ@ﬁmm Redldohe Résplfcps jo« E Se™on§>™ LO.a ongnélt_ﬂ;%qtirom their regular income.

6. DONATE APPRECIATED ASSETS
Many people own stocks that are worth significantly more than the original purchase
price. That is good news. The bad news is that if these stocks are sold, a significant

1. PRACTICE PRIORITY BUDGETING portion of the gain would be lost to taxation.
Many families will choose to rearrange their priorities and give up something in their G
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postponing a planned expenditure such as a new car, vacation, home remodeling or other
major purchase. Many Christians giving to capital stewardship campaigns find a way to
give through sacrificial commitments made in faith and coupled with priority budgeting.

Many Christians have been amazed at their ability to give “over and above” to their church.
The following six steps are offered to help you in this regard.

ifts of appre ated Sir typi allj,y {nvestment securities or real estate — can be very
advanta%eSEl to bd)t'h thé dorfor &ind to the church. By transferring ownership of the
asset to the church, the donor avoids capital gains taxes on the sale of the asset. In
addition, the donor receives an income tax charitable deduction for the full market

value of the asset. That, in effect, makes these gifts less costly to make.

2. REDIRECT PRESENT EXPENDITURES Sdll Assst

Often, families have significant short-term expenditures for special needs. One example & Gift: et Give Assat

is the large expenditure a family incurs for a child to attend college. A family realized that Prveeds e « Directly

their daughters would be graduating from college during the three years of the capital _

campaign and, as a result, they were able to increase their commitment to the second and Value of Asset 8 12,000 $ 12,000

third years of the campaign by thousands of dollars by giving what they had been spending FAY i ™Ma T M Ta b kdhhh \ kdhhh

on their daughters' tuition. Another example would be the cash flow that is freed up when Amount of Appreciation $ 9,000 $ 9,000

aloan is paid. Capital Gains Taxes * $ 2,340 $ -
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3. INCREASE GIVING WITH INCREASED INCOME (Asset value minus taxes)

Some people receive periodic increases in salary or bonuses from their employers. The byww=¥e« ije¥§la 8ocei!V "+2j8ced jh] »™ j~™a ¥ M;l¢ oS of

temptation for many of us is to increase our lifestyle to fit the higher income. In many
instances, families have decided that they will commit the full amount of salary increases.

Reassess lifestylearrange prioritiesallocate reso g
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